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EDs UAE & f. 


God’s Star vs Man’s 


The vastness of the universe is beyond the 
comprehension of man and behind that vast- 
ness there is the sovereign God, the Creator, 
the Designer, the Controller, the One Who 
has a Plan and a schedule for the execution 
of that Plan. 


Using only the unaided eye, but reinforced 
by the divine perspective, the Psalmist wrote: 


“When I consider thy heavens, the work 
of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which thou hast ordained; what is man, 
that thou art mindful of him? and the son 
of man, that thou visitest him?” 


Today, with the ever increasing vistas made 
possible by giant telescopes, man is realizing 
more and more the vastness of that which exists 
all around this world, and in all of that vast- 
ness he should join again with the Psalmist in 
saying: “What is man, that thou art mindful 
of him?” 


The Christmas Season is a recurring reminder 
of God’s mindfulness. The Creator of all exist- 
ing matter came from the heart of a loving 
and concerned Father, returning to this world 
to redeem it back to Himself. This staggering 
fact, this “good tidings of great joy”, is the only 
basis for true joy and peace. 


Today, the eyes of the world are more con- 
cerned over a man-made star than over the 
Star of Bethlehem. With a certain fearful fasci- 
Nation eyes are turned towards the heavens, 
not to the Hope of the Ages but to a rocket, 
a satellite, a masterful scientific achievement by 
the standards of the world, but nothing com- 
pared with God’s creation. Intrigued by the 
men who discover the things God created, we 
forget the Creator of all things, and in so doing 
lay up to ourselves certain just retribution. 


The philosophy of the unregenerate world 
centers on things to be seen, or felt or experi- 
enced but rules out God Himself. Little wonder 
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that men and nations are likened to the rest- 
less waves of the sea; shifting, turning, unstable. 
But Christ is revealed as the Foundation which 
cannot be moved, as the Stone which shall some 
day fill the whole earth. What a contrast? and 
how strange that men love darkness rather than 
light, man-fostered uncertainties rather than 
the certainties of divine revelation? 


The star of Bethlehem led the wise men from 
the East, and then: “and, lo, the star, which 
they saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young child 
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy.” 


There is another star on the horizon today 
— the red star of Moscow. There are yet other 
man-made stars whirling over our heads in 
outer space. But the star which brings peace 
and hope to a sinning world is the one which 
stands over the manger in Bethlehem, for in 
that manger there lay the One Who saves His 
people from their sins. 


The comparison between the two stars is one 
of startling significance: one is of the earth, 
earthy, the other is of the heavenlies, divine 
in its origin. One speaks of fear and forebod- 
ing, the other of good tidings and great joy. 
One portends destruction and judgment, the 
other love and forgiveness. One will end, a 
blaze of consumed ashes, the other in a glorious 
resurrection into the presence of the One Who 
is Light Himself. 


The joy of Christmas is a joy which has no 
ending. The triumphs of science will always 
be in the “far country”. The contrasting con- 
cepts are summed up by the Apostle Paul in 
these words: 


“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to 
salvation not to be repented of: but the sor- 
row of this world worketh death”. 

—II Cor. 7:10 


The stars of earth, whether insignia of gov- 
ernments, or earth satellites, are mad-made and 
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will have an earthly ending. The star of Beth- 
lehem leads to the Christ of Calvary who was 
born into this world as Immanuel — God with 
us — that we in turn might have life and be 
with Him for all eternity. 


As we look up at Christmas let us be sure 
we are looking to the God Who made the star 
of Bethlehem. 


—L.N.B. 





Speaking for God 


It is argued by some that the minister of 
worship in praying ought to face the altar with 
his back to the congregation since he is the 
representative of the people, their voice to God 
in prayer. One wonders, however, whether the 
whole idea of the altar as a sacred place does 
not rest, consciously or unconsciously, on the 
notion that the body of Christ is there during 
the eucharist. Accordingly, some genuflect 
every time they pass in front of the altar, some 
cross themselves, and some allow only the or- 
dained minister of their own denomination to 
officiate at the altar. Reflections of this Catholi- 
cism occur where a Protestant minister mediates 
between the table (as though it were an altar) 
and the deacons who receive the offerings or 
the elders who administer the elements. 


Yet the bodily resurrection of Christ means 
that His body is actually in one place. It is 
localized at the right hand of God and there- 
fore is not on every altar. Indeed, for truly 
Reformed thinking the altar is in heaven where 
the Highpriest ministers at the Tabernacle 
which God pitched, not man. At an altar a 
priest offers something to God — namely a 
sacrifice. At the Table of the Lord, God feeds 
believers upon the bread of life, and this supper 
is served not by a priest but by a minister. 


In the Secret of the Most High, Dr. A. J. 
Gossip writes: “But at the climax of the Protes- 
tant worship it is God Who speaks and acts 
and gives, as the very way the minister is facing, 
typifies. He is the representative not merely 
of the people, but even more of God... In 
the sermon it is God’s Word he brings... As 
truly there, as at the sacrament, it is Christ’s 
hand offering hungry souls the bread of life. 
The service is God-centered. And Jesus Christ 
is in the midst.” 

—W.C.R. 


We Preach Not Ourselves 
But Christ Jesus The Lord 


Our Lord promised the Comforter to take 
His place and bear witness to Him. The Spirit 
of truth speaks not of Himself but takes of the 
things of Christ and shows them unto us, thus 
glorifying Him. In his sermon at Pentecost 
Peter begins with the outpouring of the Spirit in 
accord with the prophecy of Joel, but soon comes 
to Christ and devotes the body of his message 
to the things concerning Jesus. And the whole, 
both in reference to the Spirit and to Christ, 
concerns the mighty acts of God. 


Among the Reformers Calvin insisted that 
“God in Christ is the perpetual object of Chris- 
tian faith,” and that the Christ Who presents 
Himself to the Church in the Holy Spirit is the 
Christ Who died and rose again — “Christ 
clothed with His Gospel.” Luther opposed the 
spiritualism or mysticism of the Anabaptist as 
truly as he opposed the papalism of the Ro- 
manists. On this point Professor G. S. Hendry 
has properly written: 


“Enthusiasm exalts the sovereign freedom of 
the Spirit . . . but in such a way as virtually 
to sever the connection between the mission 
of the Spirit and the historical Christ. The 
emphasis is laid on the immediate subjective 
experience of the Spirit in the individual 
rather than on his appropriation of ‘the re- 
demption purchased by Christ’ in the work 
of His incarnate life. The real attitude of 
enthusiasm (and this was openly avowed in 
its more extravagant forms such as Montan- 
ism and Joachimism) is that the dispensation 
of the Spirit superseded the historical revela- 
tion of Christ. This is concealed in modern 
forms of enthusiasm beneath an appearance 
of devotion to the Christ of the New Testa- 
ment, but it is not really changed; for the 
historical revelation of Christ is treated as 
the stimulus to a subjective experience in 
the individual, not as itself the content of 
that experience. The Spiritualist individual 
experiences his own conversion and the re- 
sultant spiritual glow rather than Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified; when he bears his testi- 
mony, it is to speak of his new-found happi- 


ness rather than to confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord. 


“One of the purposes of the filioque clause 
was to establish an indissoluble connection 
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between the mission of the Spirit and the 
work of the incarnate Christ and so to deter- 
mine the specific character of Christian 
spirituality. In severing this connection, en- 
thusiasm leaves itself with no objective cri- 
terion, by which to ‘try the spirits’ and thus 
exposes itself to the dangers of an unregulated 
spirituality. It tends to issue in ‘varieties of 
religious experience’ rather than in a saving 
knowledge of God.’’* 
—W.C.R. 


*Hendry, G. S., The Holy Spirit in Christian Experience, 
pp. 68-69. If the writer were reviewing this book, he 
would indicate a number of places at which he differs 
from its distinguished author; but such facts need not 
deter one from profiting by valuable surveys the lecturer 
has made of the history of Christian thought, as supra. 





The Uropygium 
FOR A CHRISTMAS OR NEW YEAR’S DINNER 


Our able contributors, Doctors Wm. C. Rob- 
inson and Robert F. Gribble are masters of a 
wonderful vocabulary, as witness the erudite 
and inspiring articles they write for the Journal, 
the latter indulging occasionally in some acute 
satire which is both amusing and instructive. 


But we wonder if either of these gentlemen 
have made use of the Uropygium. Particularly 
at this holiday time of the year it is appropriate. 
For those who are content with commonplace 
speech, it is “the parson’s nose” and appears 
prominently at Christmas and New Year’s feasts, 
as family and guests gather about the decorated 
and well-laden table — whether it be turkey, 
pheasant, chicken or duck. The unabridged 
authority gives as a definition of Uropygium, 
“The projecting terminal portion of a bird’s 
body, from which the tail feathers spring — 
sometimes called ‘the parson’s nose’.” There 
are a few people who, when asked, “What part 
would you like — white meat or dark meat, 
or both?” actually speak for “the parson’s nose.” 
They like those two little fat tender chunks 
that bulge out on both sides of that feature; 
but we have never heard anyone call for the 
Uropygium. Doubtless if they did, the carver 
would hesitate, then look askance and plunge 
the big spoon into the stuffing, to draw out 
whatever mysterious delicacy the cook might 
have pushed in there. 


But this is a day signalized by great advance- 
ment in all lines, and why should not the 
Uropygium come into recognition along with 
nuclear fission, Putnik and “Puff’-nik? It could 
easily become a fad, raising the price of fowls to 
a new high. The writer can remember when 
buying a steak at 25 cents a pound the butcher 
would offer to “throw in” a young calf’s liver 
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— and just look at the altitude of a calf’s liver 
now — sailing with the satellites! Edible fowls 
of all kinds might come to be valued by the 
development of the Uropygium; indeed, such 
development could grow into something like 
“the tail wagging the dog”. 


But, “sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” 
—W.CSS. 





Emmanuel: A Prayer 


Abide with us, Emmanuel; 

In all our hearts in Fullness dwell; 
Enlarge our Faith, remove all fear; 
Heal broken hearts, dry every tear. 


In our weakness, Power bestow; 

Above our shame, Thy Glory show; 
Fill aching hearts with blessed Peace; 
Make all the wars on earth to cease. 


Cleanse evil souls from inborn sin; 
Thy Holiness impart within; 

Thy Boundless Love and Grace display 
Come, dwell with us; O come today! 


—J.K.P. 











Where Is the Center 
of GravityP 


“For all seek their own, not the 
things which are Jesus Christ’s.” 


Phillips translates this verse: “All the others 
seem wrapped up in their own affairs and do 
not really care for the business of Jesus Christ”. 


Every Christian is tempted to let the world 
with its cares and problems, its business and 
pleasure, its amusements and recreations, crowd 
in and consume the time and energies of our 
lives which. belong to our Lord. “Making a 
living” is a necessary part of life but it should 
not come first for Jesus tells us to “seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness”. 
And when God is put first He promises to 
supply all of our material needs. 


We become wrapped up in our own affairs 
when we put anything before Christ and his 
claims upon us. There is the ever present 
temptation to seek our own advantage, to look 
at the immediate and not at the ultimate. 


The downfall of many a Christian begins 
when he permits himself to become so busy 
with secular things — no matter how important 
or worth while they may be —_that he neglects 
the daily renewing which comes through prayer 
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and Bible study. All who begin their day with 
a quiet time of prayer and reading of the Scrip- 
tures know that this time becomes a spring of 
spiritual strength and blessing for the entire 
day. Let the things of the world crowd them 
out and not only is something lost which is 
infinitely precious but there comes a time when 
we know our lives are barren and our outlook 
bleak. We may continue to exist but we have 
ceased to LIVE. 


Let us beware of becoming so wrapped up 
in our own affairs that we neglect the very 
day-spring of life itself. We might gain every- 
thing this world has to offer but we will end 
up as fools, bewailing our own folly. 


The most important person in all the world 
is the Lord Jesus Christ. He has the right to 
expect us to put Him first — and no man who 
has ever done so has ever had cause for regret. 


—L.N.B. 





Impartiality 


The idea of a chosen race, so strongly empha- 
sized in the Old Testament, is incredible and 
repugnant to many contemporary religious 
writers. Before his conversion to Christianity, 
the English philosopher C. E. M. Joad argued 
that Palestine was such a small. country that 
a divine revelation could never be thought as 
restricted to its confines. Other writers, even 
without being anti-semitic, ridicule the notion 
that the Jews are a chosen people. 


But the Old Testament states that God called 
Abram. God might have called some other 
idolatrous inhabitant of Chaldea. Or, God 
might have called Melchisedec. This would 
seem more appropriate, for Melchisedec was a 
worshipper of the Lord, and Abram was not. 
But the Old Testament says that God called 
Abram. 


Although the religion of ancient Babylonia 
and the religion of modern humanism are so 
different in several respects, there is one im- 
portant point on which they agree. If human- 
ism or advanced modernism admits the con- 
cept of God at all, God is thought of as a God 
of nature. In antiquity the worship of nature 
took the form of a vile fertility cult; in modern 
times it is scientific law and the gradual, con- 
stant processes of nature that are emphasized. 
God’s power is everywhere the same. He always 
acts in the same way. He never favors one 
person more than another. We enjoy his bless- 
ings only as we learn and submit to the in- 
Violable laws of nature. God is impartial. 


In fact there is a translation of the Bible 
which says that God is impartial. 
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But this is not a good translation, and the 
idea is not Biblical. The religion of science, 
the religion discovered by empirical methods, 
neglects and ignores the fact of sin. It has done 
away with hell. It may have done away with 
heaven too and may have confined “salvation” 
to the scientific improvement of the conditions 
of this life. Such are the views, at least, of 
Edwin A. Burtt and Corliss Lamont. 


The Bible, however, tells us (what ought to 
be evident to everyone) that man is evil; that 
he has sinned; and that therefore it is he him- 
self rather than external conditions that need 
to be improved. The Bible also tells us that 
God has undertaken this task. God does not 
merely act in the form of natural law; but 
he intervenes in history and acts in special 
and supernatural ways. God called Abram. 


He also called Moses. And he eventually was 
incarnate in Jesus Christ. 


Thus we are faced with two concepts of 
God. We have to answer the question, What 
is God? Is he impartial? Does he treat every- 
body alike? Or does he intervene in history 
and choose one individual instead of another? 


Psalm 65:4 says, “Blessed is the man whom 
thou choosest and causest to approach unto 
thee.” 


No doubt some philosophic arguments can 
be produced with reference to these two con- 
cepts of God. Such a discussion is not possible 
here. But one thing is clear: the Biblical con- 
ception of God is completely different from 
that of the religion of science. The Biblical 
God is not impartial. He acts specifically in 
time and space, in history, in the affairs of men. 
He chooses. Let us not confuse one of these 
religions with the other. 

—G.H.C. 





John 1. 18 in The 
Newly Discovered Papyrus 
of John 


The Bodleian Library has recently published 
a newly discovered papyrus of the first fourteen 
chapters of the Gospel of John. This is edited 
by Professor Victor Martin of Geneva, who dates 
the find about 200 A. D. making it a good 
century older than the other most ancient wit- 
nesses Vaticanus and Sinaiticus. It is called 
papyrus No. 66 or Bodmer II papyrus. 


One interesting item in each of the three 
oldest witnesses of the Gospel of John, that 
is in this papyrus, in Aleph, and in B as well 
as some other old manuscripts is found in the 
reading of John 1.18. Here the King James 
reads: “No man hath seen God at any time; 
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the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him.” The variant 
reading from the most ancient authorities gives, 
“No man hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him.” 


The English Revision of 1881,1885, recog- 
nizes this ancient reading by a note in the mar- 
gin as follows: 


Many very ancient authorities read God only 
begotten. ‘The American Standard Version of 
1901 likewise gives the same marginal reading. 
Nevertheless, the American Standard Version of 
the New Testament, 1946, omitted any refer- 
ence to this well attested reading. After some 
of us had objected to this omission in the 1946 
RSV, the 1952 RSV has the following footnote: 


other ancient authorities read God. 


It can be seen that the RSV is still short of 
that generous recognition given this reading by 
the ERV and the ASV. The newly edited 
papyrus confirms the footnote in the 1881 and 
the 1901 revisions and raises the question as 
to why this reading was entirely omitted from 
the 1946 RSV. 


Moffatt’s New Testament admits that the 
reading Theos is probably more original than 
the variant huios and then proceeds to render 
it by a periphrasis which evacuates its meaning, 
thus: 


“but God has been unfolded by the divine 
One, the only Son”. In other words Dr. Mof- 
fatt admits that the documents give us a higher 
Christology at this point than the King James 
Version, and then despite the documents he 
gives us a lower Christology than does the 
King James. Goodspeed makes no express ref- 
erence at this place in his New Testament to 
the documents, but seems to be dependent on 
Moffatt in his rendering, “the divine Only 
Son”. 


The treatment of John 1.18 by Moffatt, 
Goodspeed and the 1946 RSV do not engender 
confidence in these translations. These scholars 
knew that the reading Theos was “probably 
more original”, yet they either explained away 
such reading or entirely omitted reference there- 
to. At this point, low Christological presup- 
positions seemed to have outweighed the textual 
evidence. 


—W.C.R. 
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Unwilling To Believe 


In 1956 James DeForest Murch published 
Cooperation Without Compromise, a history of 
the National Association of Evangelicals. ‘The 
December 1957 issue of Earnest Worker, a Sun- 
day School periodical prepared for the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, the United Presbyterian 
Church, and the Reformed Church of America, 
carries a belated review. 


The reviewer states that the book goes too 
far when it presents material on page 45 to 
show the unbelief of the late Federal and the 
present National Council of Churches. Why 
does the book go too far? Did the author stretch 
the truth? Are the facts otherwise than stated? 
The reviewer does not assert that the author 
has falsified the material. But he seems not 
to want to believe it. 


The reviewer, who classifies himself as an 
evangelical goes on to say “There are some very 
disturbing quotations on pages 109 and 110 [of 
Murch’s book] from so-called liberals. One is 
startled at the basic error of those quoted, and 
he cannot but wonder if this author is not 
falling into the error of taking their texts out 
of their contexts.” 


One of the quotations, from Dr. George A. 
Buttrick, is: “Jesus was not a sinner. He had 
done nothing to incur God’s wrath. And if 
God dealt with him as if he were the greatest 
sinner, then we must say of God (as a cynical 
Frenchman did say of these penal theologies), 
‘Your God is my devil.’” 


Now, the reviewer does not assert that Dr. 
Murch took this out of context; but he wonders 
if the author has not done so. Instead of won- 
dering, could not the reviewer check the quo- 
tation and come to a correct decision? Why 
should he insinuate that the author has made 
a mistake, when the fact of the matter can be 
so easily determined? It would appear, at least 
it appears to me, that the reviewer is unwilling 
to believe that a minister in good and regular 


standing could say the things that Dr. Buttrick 
has said. 


Dr. Murch has not exaggerated the facts. 
There are worse things that he could have said. 
Dr. John S. Bonnell wrote, “With a few excep- 
tions Presbyterians do not interpret the phrase 
in the Apostles Creed ‘the resurrection of the 
body’ as meaning the physical body.” 


And another minister in good and regular 
standing wrote, “Since when does orthodoxy, 
church membership, or anything else require 
that we believe the Virgin Birth, the bodily 
resurrection, the (of all things!) substitutionary 
atonement of Jesus Christ. .. . Personally I 
have no truck with any of them. Our Presby- 
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terian church does not require belief in these 
three things.” 

Now, these are accurate quotations. They 
represent the thinking of the men quoted. 
They are not slips of the pen. It is unfor- 
tunate for the progress of the gospel if an 
evangelical, out of the goodness of his heart, 
finds it difficult to believe that apostasy is 
so widespread and so deep. If the unbelief were 
restricted to some special doctrine of Calvin- 


ism, such as irresistible grace, it would be bad 
enough; but when the resurrection of Christ 
is denied — the only resurrection of Christ 
known in the gospels, the resurrection of the 
physical body from the tomb, so as to leave 
the tomb empty — what of Christianity can 
remain? And if this blatant apostasy is not 
recognized for what it is by good hearted evan- 
gelicals, what hope have the present denomina- 
tions? G.H.C. 


The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ 


(Textually considered in the English and original Greek version of the New Testament) 


By Rev. Thomas D. Wesley, Th. D. 
Lynnhaven, Va. 


Does the account of the Virgin Birth of Jesus 
Christ belong to the Gospel of Matthew, or 
is it a later spurious addition to Matthew by 
some unknown scribe? 


Identical and striking words and expressions, 
used in the Virgin Birth account, and in the 
other portions of Matthew, should help in point- 
ing to one original author and one original 
text. The word DREAM (ONAR) is found 
in Matthew, in the Virgin Birth account (Matt. 
1.20) ; and elsewhere in Matthew (Matt. 2.12,13, 
19,22; 27.19), but is not found elsewhere in 
the New Testament. This seems to show that 
the Virgin Birth account in Matthew belongs 
to the whole account in Matthew and not to 
some other author. A _ different word for 
DREAM (ENUPNION) is found outside of 
Matthew in the New Testament, “Your old men 
shall dream dreams.” Acts 2.17. The word 
ONAR evidently is peculiar to Matthew, and 
is commonly incorporated in the text of the 
Virgin Birth account, along with the other ac- 
counts in Matthew. Furthermore, the phrase 
IN A DREAM (KAT’ ONAR) is used in the 
Virgin Birth account and in the other passages 
of Matthew, and nowhere else in the New Tes- 
tament. Is this a mere accident? Does this not 
lead us to infer that the account of the Virgin 
Birth belongs naturally and textually to the Gos- 
pel of Matthew and is not a later spurious 
addition to Matthew? 


In Matt. 1.22, regarding the Virgin Birth, we 
note these words, “THAT-IT MIGHT BE 
FULFILLED”, which also occur in Matt. 2.15, 
23; 8.17; 12.17; 13.35; 21.4; 27.35. Whether the 
author or an editor wrote this clause, we find 
it closely bound to the Virgin account along 
with the other accounts in Matthew, indicating 
that the Virgin Birth account is an original 
part of the Gospel of Matthew and not a later 
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insertion by some scribe. It harmonizes with 
the purpose and concurrent thought of the Book 
as a whole, which shows that Christ is the ful- 
fillment of the Messianic prophecies recorded 
in the Old Testament. 


The word VIRGIN (PARTHENOS) is found 
in the Virgin Birth account in Matt. 1.23 and 
Lk. 1.27 and in various other passages of the 
New Testament. In the New Testament, a 
virgin (PARTHENOS) is a maiden and not 
a married young woman, cf 1 Cor. 7.34; 2 Cor. 
11.12. The Virgin account in Matthew and 
Luke shows by word and context that Mary 
was a virgin and not otherwise. Matthew de- 
scribed Mary explicitly as a VIRGIN and not 
in general as a YOUNG WOMAN, in Matt. 
1.23. Note his statement, “Behold, a VIRGIN 
shall be with child”, which was quoted from 
the prophecy of Isaiah, concerning Jesus, Be- 
hold, a VIRGIN shall conceive, and bear a 
son.” (Isa. 7.14). 


Matthew was familiar with Aramaic, Hebrew 
and Greek, and understood that Isa. 7.14 in 
Hebrew and the Septuagint Greek referred in 
particular to a VIRGIN and not in general to 
a YOUNG WOMAN, as some infer. How would 
the general statement “a YOUNG WOMAN 
shall conceive,” substituted for “a VIRGIN shall 
conceive”, tally with the specific statement in 
the Virgin Birth account in Matt. 1, e.g., “Be- 
fore they came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Ghost.” (Matt. 1.18); “that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” 
(Matt. 1.20); “Joseph — knew her not till she 
had brought forth her firstborn son;” (Matt. 
1.25). 


A VIRGIN or a MAIDEN fits into the sense 
of the foregoing passages of Matt. 1 rather than 
the broad statement of a YOUNG WOMAN, 
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which statement leads to confusion and contra- 
diction regarding the Virgin Birth of Jesus. 


The Gospel of Luke also presents an account 
of the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ. This account 
tells what the author, Luke, narrated, what the 
angel Gabriel announced, and what the Virgin 
Mary said. Does the account of the Virgin 
Birth of Jesus Christ belong to the Gospel of 
Luke, or is it a later spurious addition to Luke 
by some unknown scribe? The ANGEL 
GABRIEL is mentioned once in the Virgin 
Birth account in Lk. 1.26, and also in another 
account in Lk. 1.19, and is found nowhere else 
in the New Testament. 


Would we be consistent in assuming that the 
Virgin Birth account in Lk. 1.26 is spurious 
and mythical while the account in Lk. 1.19 
is valid? Both accounts are in close proximity 
in the same chapter and speak of the angel 
Gabriel. If one account falls down, will not 
the other account come tumbling after, and 
likewise with other accounts in the New Testa- 
ment? 


Both Matthew and Luke, in their Virgin 
Birth accounts, refer to Mary as ESPOUSED 
or BETROTHED (MNESTOS, ASKED IN 
MARRIAGE or PROPOSED TO) Matt. 1.18; 
Lk. 1.27; 2.5). This word is not used elsewhere 
in the New Testament. How shall we explain 
this verbal affinity in Matthew and Luke? Do 
we need more than two witnesses to establish 
a point in court? If the Virgin Birth accounts 
in Matthew and Luke are concocted fairy tales, 
how about the rest of Matthew and Luke and 
the remainder of the Bible, for that matter? 
Where shall we stop? Who or what is our initial 
or final authority in deciding the issue? Can 
subjective rationalism, which has come to a halt 
in a dead-end alley, constitute our authority 
or guide, concerning Him who is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life? Jn. 14.6; Matt. 15.14; 
Lk. 6.39. Shall naturalism supersede the supreme 
right, law and jurisdiction of a Divine Revela- 
tion? 

Infidel minds have pecked at the vitals of 
the Virgin Birth account of our Lord, like the 
vulture that pecked daily at the liver of Prome- 
theus, bound with chains to a rock. 

If naturalism were to be the criterion and 
dictum of our religious beliefs, and if we were 
to say that Jesus could not have been born 
without a human father, because that. would 
be unnatural and therefore impossible, then how 
shall we explain. the manner or process by which 
Adam, the first man, came into this world? for 
he had neither father nor mother. He had no 
ancestors such as Jesus had. Naturalism has 
nothing substantial to offer on this point. 

When the angel Gabriel announced to Mary, 
“behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son,” Mary in surprise asked Ga- 
briel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a 
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man?” “And the angel answered and said unto 
her, the HOLY GHOST shall come upon thee, 
and the POWER OF THE HIGHEST shall 
overshadow thee; therefore also that HOLY 
thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the SON OF GOD.” Lk. 1.31,34,35. 


Is there any empirical rule or formula in 
nature that absolutely limits the power or 
activities of God or of the Holy Ghost to the 
customary natural laws as we know them? If 
so, will this universe go on and on without 
change ad infinitum? Is God unable to stop the 
clock of time or to turn its hands backward? 
Has nothing supernatural or supernal ever hap- 
pened since this universe has been speeding 
through space? 


Alas! we need not confine unbelief in the 
Virgin Birth of Jesus to rationalism, to natural- 
ism, or to infidel teachings, for unbelief has 
climbed over the wall into the sheepfold and 
is causing havoc among the sheep and lambs. 

Luke was a medical man and used many 
medical terms in his Gospel. Do we find any 
corresponding medical terms in the Virgin Birth 
account and elsewhere in Luke? Luke uses the 
medical term Sulliambanein (CONCEIVE) in 
the Virgin Birth account (Lk. 1.31.36) and also 
elsewhere in Luke (Lk. 1.24; 2.21). The pas- 
sages in Lk. 1, concerning the conceptions of 
Elisabeth and Mary are so close together in 
the narrative that they cannot be separated 
without tearing the chapter to shreds. 

There is one word that stands out prominent- 
ly in the Virgin Birth account and in the rest 
of Luke’s Gospel. and that word is DUNAMIS 
(Inherent POWER). “The POWER of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: “Lk. 1.35; “For 
with God nothing shall be IMPOSSIBLE 
(ADUMATESEI, WITHOUT POWER).” Lk. 
1.37; “For he that is MIGHTY (DUNATOS) 
hath done to me great things; “Lk. 1.49; cf. 
elsewhere in Luke (Lk. 1.17; 4.14,16; 5.17: etc.) 
As a physician, treating the sick and infirm, 
Luke realized the weakness and inability of 
man, as compared with the power of God, Jesus 
Christ and- the Holy Ghost. Though the story 
of the Virgin Birth was marvelous to him, 
yet he evidently accepted it as true. Through 
a delicate modesty, Mary herself “kept all these 
things, and pondered them in her heart.” (Lk. 
2.19,51), while Luke, the doctor, could declare 
the fact of the Virgin Birth of our Lord and 


Savior, Jesus Christ without embarrassment, 
Lk. 1.1-4. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 5 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church's One Foundation 


Background Scripture: Matthew 16:13-19; Ephesians 2:19-22; Colossians 1:15-20 


Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 3:1-11 


“The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord” : so reads one of our best known hymns. 
“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ”, says Paul im 
I Corinthians 3:11. “And he is the head of the body the church : who is the beginning, the first born 
from the dead : that in all things he might have the preeminence”, says our Golden Text. “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” reads the Memory Verse. We can all agree as to the foun- 


dation of the church, for the Bible leaves us 
in no doubt on that point. 


There is not this universal agreement as to 
“When the church began”, it seems. Some 
would have it begin at Pentecost. Others, and 
I am in this group, believe that there is “one 
universal church, the same in all ages”. Some- 
times the church in the Old Testament dis- 
pensation is called the “Jewish Church”, and 
in the New Testament, the “Christian Church”, 
but it is the same church. The church knows 
but one “Messiah”, Who is Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, and but one means of Salvation. 
If you care to see some of the reasons for 
believing in “One Church”, I would refer you 
to an excellent summary in “Outlines of The- 
ology,” by Hodge. Personally, I like to think 
of the Church as beginning in the mind of 
God before Creation, when God planned the 
salvation of mankind through His Son, Who 
is the Lamb slain before the foundation of the 
world. In the list of the “Heroes of Faith” 
in Hebrews, chapter 11, we have the names of 
those who belonged to the church; men and 
women saved by faith. 


Something tremendous did happen at Pente- 
cost, and we would not minimize the importance 
of what might be called the “Re-birth” of the 
church, for it was certainly in need of revival. 
There had been many revivals in the Old Testa- 
ment, but none as revolutionary as this one. 
The Holy Spirit had manifested His power 
before. (It was the Spirit that revived the dry 
bones in the vision of Ezekiel). At Pentecost 
there is a far greater demonstration of the 
power of the Spirit. The apostles were changed 
from weak, ignorant, and fearful men into men 
of courage and knowledge of the Scriptures. 
Peter quoted verses from the Old Testament 
in his sermon. The Holy Spirit changed many 
in the multitude so that they were convicted 
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of sin and cried out, Men and brethren, what 
shall we do? and three thousand were converted 
and added to the church. Jesus had promised 
that when the Spirit came He would convict 
men of sin. 


I wish to take up the Devotional Reading 
for a few minutes. It usually makes a good 
introduction to the lesson. In the church at 
Corinth there was a great deal of confusion; 
jealousy, strife, and divisions. Some were say- 
ing, I am of Paul; others, I am of Apollos, and 
I of Cephas. He rebukes them for this, and 
goes on to tell them that while Paul may plant, 
and Apollos water, it was God who gave the 
increase. Paul had laid the foundation and 
another built upon it. Let every one take heed 
how he buildeth, for other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
God does not build the church upon any man. 
Here is answer enough to the false claim that 
Peter was the head of the church, the first 
pope. Any idea of such a “pope” never entered 
the minds of the great leaders of the early 
church. None of these men were, or claimed 
to be, “lord over God’s heritage”. They were 
but examples to the flock; under shepherds of 
the flock. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Foun- 
dation and Head of the church. He is not 
represented by some mere frail and faulty man. 


I. “Thou art the Christ. the Son of the living 
God” Matthew 16:13-19. 


Jesus had asked a general question, Whom 
do men say that I the Son of Man, am? and 
had been told the various opinions of men. 
Then He asked a very personal question, But 
whom say ye that I am? Simon Peter, acting 
as spokesman for the twelve, said, Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. Then 
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Jesus said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
And I sav unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
And I will give unto thee the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven, etc. . These are the words 
upon which the Roman Catholic Church bases 
its claim that Peter was the first pope. Let us 
examine them and see if there is any basis for 
such a claim. Turn to Isaiah 28:16 and read, 
Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, 
a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation : he that believeth shall not make 
haste. Who is this Stone? Peter answers this 
question himself in Acts 4:10,11,12 : This is 
the stone (Jesus Christ of Nazareth, verse 10) 
which was set at nought of you builders, which 
is become the head of the corner. The “Rock” 
cannot be Peter. Peter says the Rock is Christ. 
Paul says the Rock, the Foundation, is Christ. 
Belief, faith in Christ, the Stone, the Rock, is 
what saves us. 


The words, “I will build my church”, seem at 
first sight to point to some future event, but 
can easily and naturally be taken to refer to 
something already begun, but which is to be 
added to under the preaching of the Gospel. 
Then the words, “I will give thee the keys of 
the kngdom of heaven” are used in connection 
with ALL the apostles, not merely Peter. (See 
Matthew 18:18). To bind or loosen refers to 
the effects of preaching the gospel. Paul says 
that the preaching of the gospel is a savor of 
life unto life, or of death unto death. When 
the gospel is preached, some believe, and are 
saved; some refuse to believe, and are lost. Every 
true preacher opens or shuts the door. The 
apostles “taught with authority”, the way of 
salvation. Peter was the first to “open the door”, 
to the Gentiles, but it took a special vision to 
prepare him for this. If any of the apostles 
could qualify as the first “pope”, it would be 
Paul, not Peter. The church is not built upon 
any man — not even as great a man as Paul. 


II. “Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone.” Ephesians 2:19-22. 


The church is represented in this passage as 
a building, a holy temple. In I Peter 2:5 we 
read, “Ye also, as lively (living) stones, are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ”. The “apostles and 
prophets” are grouped together, indicating 
clearly that the church included the Old Testa- 
ment leaders as well as the New Testament ones. 
The “household of God” is composed of “‘saints”’ 
of both dispensations. This building, this holy 
temple, is one in which we are all builded to- 
gether; there are not two buildings, one for 
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those who lived before Christ came, and another 
for those who came afterwards. Paul, in Gala- 
tians 2:9 speaks of James, Cephas, and John, 
who seemed to be pillars of the church, but 
there is no indication that Peter was a bigger, 
or better, or more honored “pillar” than the 
other two. 


The chief corner stone of the church, the 
building and holy temple, is Jesus Christ. This 
fits in with what Isaiah said. People from all 
over the world are beng built into this structure. 


Ill. “And He is the head of the body, the 
church”. Colossians 1:15-20. 


The figure is changed from a “building” to 
a “body”. A “body” has life and feeling and 


growth. So the church is called the body of 
Christ. 


In verses 15-17 we have a description of the 
Head of the church, a description that fits 
no one but Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
In verse fifteen He is said to be the image of 
the invisible God. In verse 16 He is declared 
to be the Creator of all things. There is no 
conflict with Genesis 1:1, for all three Persons 
of the Godhead took part in Creation. In verse 
17 He is said to be “before all things, and by 
Him all things consist”. 


This is the exalted Son of God Who is the 
Head of the body, the church. He has not sur- 
rendered this headship to any mere man. It 
seems to me that when any man claims to be 
the head of the church that he is treading on 
dangerous ground. To exalt anyone to such 
a position without any Scriptural warrant is pre- 
sumptuous. Christ must have the preeminence. 
In Him is all the fullness of the Godhead. 


We are members of the body of Christ, and 
as members, we have our places in the body, 
but let us be careful never to exalt ourselves 
to a place where we usurp the prerogatives 
of Christ, the Head. There is always the tempta- 
tion to do this, even in our Protestant churches. 
Remember that we are to call no man “father”: 
“And call no man your father upon the earth : 
for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 
Neither be ye called masters : for one is your 
Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest 
among you shall be your servant. And whoso- 
ever shall exalt himself shall be abased: and 
he that humbleth himself shall be exalted”. 
These are very solemn words of our Master, 
the Head of the church. I am afraid that we 
forget them. I see signs that we love the pomp 
and display which is common among men of 
the world. God reserves His richest blessings 
for the meek and lowly : The meek will he 
guide in judgment and the meek will he teach 
his way. Let this mind be in you which was 
in Jesus Christ. I have left you an example, 
that ye should follow in my steps. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 5 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


An Instrument Is To Use 


Scripture: Exodus 19:5,6 and I Peter 2:9,10 


Suggested Hymns: 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 


Program Leader: 

This is the first of two programs dealing with 
the 1958 theme for Senior Hi young people of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. The whole church 
has a special emphasis for each year, and the 
Youth Council has chosen our theme from the 
area of denominational emphasis, which this 
year is “The Church”. 


Once more we have a new slogan, a new pic- 
ture, and a new hymn. (The picture, “Christ 
at the Sea of Galilee” by Tintoretto can be 
purchased from the Presbyterian Book Stores 
for 75 cents and should be displayed when this 
program is presented.) Our three speakers will 
introduce the theme, the picture, and the hymn. 


First Speaker: 

Here is our theme for 1958 . . . “The Church 
Is God’s Instrument - Make It Strong”. As you 
say these words it would be most effective to 
hold up a large poster on which the theme is 
attractively and legibly printed. We want to 
give detailed thought to some of the important 
words in this slogan. 


The word for “church” in the Greek New 
Testament is ekklesia, from which we get our 
English word “ecclesiastical”. It means “called- 
out-ones”. According to the New Testament 
word, the church is that body of people called 
out by God the Holy Spirit to salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ. The true church is made 
up of God’s own redeemed people, and only 
of them. The close similarity between the verses 
from Exodus 19 and the two verses from I Peter 2 
teach us that the church is God’s chosen people 
now just as Israel was God’s chosen nation in 
the Old Testament era. 


The church which is “called out” to salva- 
tion is also “called out” to responsibility. It 
was to members of the church that Peter wrote 
these words: “As obedient children, not fashion- 
ing yourselves according to the former lusts 
in the time of your ignorance: but as he which 
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation; because it is written, 
Be ye holy; for I am holy.” I Peter 1:14-16. 
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The members of God’s church are to be obedient 
to His will, and like Him in holiness. It may 
seem that these ideals of church membership 
are hard to reach, but God has never substituted 
any easier ones, so they still stand. 


Our theme speaks of the church as God’s in- 
strument. The Bible does not refer to the 
church as an instrument, but the Bible does 
call the church “the body of Christ”. There 
is a sense in which our bodies are the living 
instruments of our minds . . . our personalities. 
Our bodies are very complicated instruments 
with many members for different functions. 
The church can be said to be this kind of living 
instrument. Her purpose is to do the will of 
Christ who is her Head. The individual mem- 
bers of the church may differ very much from 
one another, but they have a common responsi- 


bility to and dependence on Christ as their 
Head. 


In the final three words of our theme we 
are charged to make the church strong. How 
can we do it? We shall be seeking answers to 
this question all through the year, but the basic 
idea is this: we make the church strong as we 
yield our lives completely to the power, the love, 
and the will of Christ. 


Second Speaker: 

Our theme picture, “Christ at the Sea of 
Galilee”, was painted by Jacopo Robusti who 
is known by his nickname, Tintoretto. He was 
born in Venice in 1518, the son of a dyer or 
tintore, hence his nickname. His father had him 
admitted as a student of the great painter Titian, 
but for some reason Titian dismissed the lad 
after only a few lessons. This experience was a 
source of disappointment as long as he lived, 
but he did not allow it to make him bitter. 
He set out to teach himself to paint and draw, 
and succeeded so well that he was recognized 
as one of the outstanding artists of Venice for 
many years. 


The picture which we are to have before 
us this year depicts Christ’s appearance to His 
disciples at the Sea of Galilee after His resur- 
rection. (At this point read John 21:4-17.) We 
are reminded of the Lord’s very early dealings 
with the church . . . those who believed in Him 
and endeavored to serve Him. The incident 
which is pictured also reminds us of Christ’s 
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His commission to them to be spiritual shep- 
herds of His people. 


Third Speaker: 

Our theme hymn, “O Where Are Kings and 
Empires Now?”, was wrtten by the Rev. A. C. 
Coxe, who at the time of the writing was a 
bishop of the Episcopal Church. He was born 
in New Jersey in 1818, and was graduated from 
New York University and General Theological 
Seminary. He was made Bishop before he was 
fifty years old. Bishop Coxe was a very militant 
and scholarly Christian, and among his many 
accomplishments are a number of hymns. 


The tune, “St. Anne”, to which the hymn is 
usually sung, was composed by William Croft, 
one of the ablest of the English hymn writers. 
He was organist at Westminster Abbey. He 
was acquainted with George Frederick Handel 
whose compositions are said to have been in- 
fluenced by Croft’s hymns. Handel incorporated 
the melody of “St. Anne” into one of his own 
compositicns. 


The hymn emphasizes the continuity and 
vitality of the church, and the tune is certainly 
appropriate to the sentiment expressed in the 
words. We are reminded of the Lord’s promise 
that the gates of Hell shall not prevail against 
the church. Let us now sing the hymn, giving 
careful thought to the words as we do so. 


power which makes His people strong, and of 
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Christmas in Pakistan 
By Dorothy Dagenhart 


Our Christmas lasts for manv weeks as greet- 
ings begin coming in November and continue 
coming for months. Early in December we hear 
the school girls practicing the Christmas songs 
and everyone is getting ready for dramas. It 
is quite common for these dramas to begin 
with Adam and Eve in the garden, showing 
their fall and the need of a Saviour, and con- 
tinning to the pronhets with their messages 
of hope. then the Birth of Christ and scenes 
which tell us how we can let Him reign in our 
hearts today. 


Christmas Eve night there will not be much 
sleeping for all through the night various groups 
will come around to sing and wish us a “Blessed 
Great Dav” (Bara din mubarik ho!) As soon 
as we finish breakfast on Christmas Day, we 
have a worship service and giving of gifts to the 
employees, then with the hospital staff, after 
which we go to the wards and have a service 
with the patients. 
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Seme of us go out to villages to tell the Glad 
ridings while others stay here for the service. 
That evening we gather in the nurses’ home 
for our Christmas dinner (and another time 
of rejoicing over His Birth.) 


A few days later all of the missionaries get 
together to celebrate. There is just one day 
marked Christmas, but the joy should last all 
year for He is still alive! 

- . + * . 

[ think it is easier for us here in the East 
to get a picture of the first Christmas night. 
Here the stars are so bright and seem so close 
to the earth. Another thing which makes the 
Christmas message more real are the many shep- 
herds which we see almost daily. Again when 
we go to the village homes and see the sattle 
in one room of the house or tied in the court- 
yard munching their food, our thoughts are 
carried back through the years to that stable 
where Christ was born. 


Last year we had one with us for her first 
real Christmas. She had publicly accepted Him 
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as Saviour and had been baptized during the 
summer months. She kept asking why we gave 
her gifts when she had nothing to give us. It 
was a wonderful time of explaining to her about 
God’s Gift to all of us who are so unworthy to 
receive Him. She had come from a Muslim 
home and the Muslims cannot understand how 
Jesus is the Son of God. Many believe, but do 
not have the courage to confess Him openly 
as Lord and Saviour. Please pray that this 
Christmas the Message may have a new mean- 
ing for everyone living in Pakistan. 





FORGIVE ME, GOD, I HAD NO TIME = 

The day slipped by and time was spent and all 
the good things that I meant to do were left 
undone . . . because I had no time to stop 
and pause; but rushed about, went here and there, 
did this and that, was everywhere. 


I had no time to kneel and pray for that lost 
soul across the way; I had no time to meditate on 
worthwhile things. No time to await upon the 
Lord and hear Him say: “Well done, my child, 
at close of day.” 


And so I wonder, after all, when life is o’er 
and I am called to meet my Saviour in the sky, 
where saints live on and never die, if I can find 
one soul I’ve won to Christ by some small deed 
I’ve done. Or, will I hang my head and whine, 
“Forgive me, God, I had no time!” 









God’s Day 
Psalm 118:24 


“This is the day which the Lord hath made.” 
Think of it all through the day. 

Let nothing enter to spoil God’s work 
Nothing we do or say. 


“This is the day which the Lord hath made’”’. 
Given to you and to me. 

When evening comes will it find God’s day 
Worthy for Him to see? 

“This is the day which the Lord hath made.” 
Help me to live today 

Learning to love, to rejoice, to give, 
Learning to watch and pray. 

—Anonymous 





“Blowing One’s Top” 


“Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry; for anger resteth 
in the bosom of fools”—Ecclesiastes 7:9. 


When I have lost my temper I have lost my reason, too, 

I'm never proud of anything which angrily I do. 

Where I have talked in anger and my cheeks are 
flaming red, 

I've always uttered something which I wish I hadn't said. 


In anger I have never done a kindly deed or wise, 
But many things for which I felt I should apologize. 
In looking back across my life, and all I’ve lost or made, 
I can’t recall a single time when fury ever paid. 


So I struggle to be patient, for I’ve reached a wiser age, 
I do not want to do a thing or speak a word in rage. 
I have learned by sad experience that when my temper flies, 
I never do a worthy thing, a decent deed or wise. 
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“He Blew With His Winds” 


Hudson Taylor, on his first trip to China, was on 
board a sailing ship that was all but driven by 
the tide on shore where cannibals awaited them. 
The captain of the ship was at his wits’ end. Know- 
ing that Mr. Taylor was a man of God, he anxiously 
went to him. 


“Mr. Taylor,” he said, “I have done everything 
that can be done to save the people on my ship. 
In a very short time now it will be on shore. We 
shall all be caught and eaten unless your God 
helps us. You believe in a God who answers prayer 
—pray that He will save us.” 


“IT will,” responded Mr. Taylor, “providing you 
will set your sails to catch the wind which my God 
will send.” 


“You mean set my sails when there is not a 
breath of air stirring?” asked the captain. ‘Why, 
I cannot do that. I would become the laughing 
stock of the entire crew. No, I will set the sails 
after God has answered your prayers.” 


“Then I will not pray,” Mr. Taylor firmly an- 
swered. “If you do not have enough faith in my 
God to set your sails, then I will not call upon Him 
for help.” 


When the captain realized that Mr. Taylor meant 
what he said he threw aside his pride and set the 
sails as if the wind were up and blowing in the 
right direction. In the meantime, Mr. Taylor went 
to his knees, calling upon God for help. After 
some time he heard a knock at his door. 


‘Who is there?” he asked. 


“It is I,” the captain responded. ‘Are you still 
praying for wind?” 


“Yes, I am,” answered Mr. Taylor. 


“Well,” replied the captain, “you’d better stop 
praying, for we have more wind than we can 
manage already”. 


“Before they call, I will answer; and while they 
are yet speaking, I will hear’ (Isaiah 65.24).— 
On and Off Duty. 





SO YOU THINK YOU HAVE HAD 
TOUGH BREAKS! 


When you don’t get the breaks and the defeats 
pile up, when you’re discouraged and don’t care 
about the future, when you’re ready to toss in 
the sponge and quit, take a minute to consider 
this man’s record: 


| ee ree ....1831 
Defeated for legislature .................... 1832 
Failed in business again .................... 1833 
Elected to legislature -....................... 1834 
a” ne ee ee ees 1835 
Nervous breakdown .......................... 1836 
Defeated for speaker ...................... 1838 
Defeated for land officer ................ 1843 
Defeated for congress ...................... 1843 
Elected to congress .......................... 1846 
Defeated for re-election -................. 1848 
Defeated for senate -................ soconte 1855 
Defeated for vice-president .............. 1856 
Defeated for senate _......................1858 
Elected president of U. S. ............ 1860 


He was Abraham Lincoln. 


From Magazine Digest 
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NEWS SW. CHURCHES 








THE GENERAL FUND 
AND INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 





Statement of Receipts 


Jan. - Nov. 30, 1957 
The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1957 $893,259.00 
Receipts to date 446,190.59 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 49.95%, 
Balance needed for the year $447,068.41 


Interchurch Agencies 


Budget for 1957 

Receipts to date 

Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 57.51%, 

Balance needed for the year $10,024.88 


$23,595.00 
13,570.12 





Assembly’s Training School 


Dr. E. B. Paisley, former president of the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Training School, was the speaker 
at the school’s 42nd Founders’ Day program. While 
the actual date of Founders’ Day is November 4, 
the celebration was held on November 20 so that 
trustees of the school might be present for the 
occasion while they were here for the regular fall 
meeting of the Board of Trustees. 


Following Dr. Paisley’s talk which reviewed the 
history of the school and looked toward the future, 
special awards were presented by President Charles 
E. S. Kraemer, on behalf of the trustees and 
administration, to honor two members of the staff 
who have given twenty-five years of service to 
the school. Mrs. M. R. Turnbull, an alumna of 
A.T.S. and widow of the late Dr. M. Ryerson Turn- 
bull, a beloved professor here, is the school 
dietitian. Also honored was Miss Neta Shuping 
who is rendering valuable service as superintendent 
of the infirmary. 





ALABAMA 


Florence — Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
organized in Florence September 1, with 99 charter 
members, has called a pastor, the Rev. Robert H. 
Crumby, who has been the associate minister at 
the Florence First Presbyterian Church. 


At the present time, the congregation is holding 
their Sunday morning worship service at 9:00 a.m. 
at the First Church, but they have held ground- 
breaking ceremonies to initiate construction of 
their own plant. 


The newly elected officers of the Westminster 
Church are, Elders: Ervin B. Bruninga, Jas. H. 
Fall, Jr., J. W. Holland, Jr., John D. McGill, Jr., 
(clerk), Dean Goodsell, Sr. Deacons: A. T. Henry, 
John F. Welch, Sr., Preston W. Barclift, Grady B. 
Ward, John W. Hoffman, (chairman), and Lawson 
S. Wilson. 
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Birmingham — The Rev. Ernest H. Flaniken, 
formerly pastor of the Marlinton, W. Va., Presby- 
terian Church, has accepted a call to become pastor 
of the Central Park Presbyterian Church of Bir- 
mingham. 


Mr. Flaniken succeeds the Rev. Ernest Somer- 
ville who resigned in 1956 to become pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, Pa. 

A native of Memphis, Tenn., the Rev. Flaniken 
is a graduate of Southwestern, and Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Richmond, Va. 


He served as assistant minister of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Bessemer, Ala., during 
the summer months from 1947 to 1948. He has 
also served as pastor at Craigsville, Va., in addition 
to his last pastorate at Marlinton, W. Va. 





Birmingham — Veterans of all wars and aux- 
iliaries were invited to attend a special Sunday 
worship service at the Third Presbyterian Church 
of Birmingham in November. 

The Rev. James Cantrell, pastor, said that dur- 
ing the service special prayers were offered for 
all those who served in past wars, and for those 
now serving in the Armed Forces throughout the 
world. Mr. Cantrell spoke on the topic “Turning 
Back in the Day of Battle.” A special music pro- 
gram by the church choir was also a highlight of 
the service. 





FLORIDA 


Winter Haven — Representatives of the Presby- 
terian, U.S., and U.S.A. Churches will meet in 
December to discuss the establishment of a four- 
year liberal arts college here. 


The meeting was previously scheduled for No- 
vember 14. It will meet in Orlando, Fla., Dec. 9. 
A spokesman for the group said that the new date 
was necessary to permit out of town educators 
to attend. Dr. R. B. Hamilton, local Presbyterian 
minister, heads a committee seeking to get a 
church-affiliated college in Winter Haven. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Monticello (PN) — The Rev. T. M. Lemly of 
Jackson, Miss., a former pastor of the Monticello 
Presbyterian Church, preached the dedicatory ser- 
mon for the dedication of the new church in No- 
vember. 


The Rev. A. W. Duck is the present pastor. 


An “open house” was held in the educational 
department following the dedication. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte — Queen’s College began its second 
century with plans to meet the educational needs 
of the rapidly expanding student population by 
launching a development campaign for a minimum 
of $2 million, in November. 


The campaign was announced by H. H. Everett, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees, and Dr. Edwin 
R. Walker, college president. 
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The funds will be used for the construction of 
additions to the college’s physical plant, including 
a new library and dormitory; for faculty salaries; 
and for maintenance endowment. 


Following a meeting of the Queens Centennia] 
Fund campaign advisory committee, Mr. Everett 
and Dr. Walker said that the campaign for funds 
will be concentrated in Mecklenburg County, and 
the Synods of North and South Carolina. 


Citing national statistics which indicated that 
the college student population will be doubled by 
1970, Chairman Pease declared: “The effects of 
this coming tidal wave of students already are 
in evidence on the Queens campus, despite the 
fact that the college-age population is at the 
‘depression baby’ low. If we are to avoid turning 
away an increasing number of deserving students, 
we must take necessary steps to provide adequate 
facilities and teaching talent for the rapidly ex- 
panding college population.” 





NORTH CAROLINA 


New Bern — The Neuse Forest Presbyterian 
Church near New Bern celebrated her 12th anni- 
versary by laying a cornerstone in the new educa- 
tional building, now under construction. 


The church was organized in November, 1945, 
with 74 charter members. Present total member- 
ship is 500. The church was organized as a mis- 
sion of the First Presbyterian Church of New Bern, 
and in 1953 became a self-supporting church with 
a full-time minister. The Rev. Denver S. Blevins is 
the pastor. The total budget of the church the year 
it was organized was $417. It is now operating 
with a budget of $22,000. 








OKLAHOMA 


Oklahoma City - (PN) — Allen Wright, a Presby- 
terian, U.S., minister in Oklahoma, and an Indian 
chief during the 19th century, was honored by 
the National Hall of Fame for Famous American 
Indians in impressive ceremonies here, Nov. 18. 


His statue was unveiled in the rotunda of the 
State Capitol before political, civic, diplomatic and 
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religious leaders, and will be moved later to the 
Indian Hall of Fame at Anadarko, Okla. 


General Patrick Hurley, former Secretary of 
War, told those at the ceremony that “in this land 
of ours, based upon individual liberty, self-govern- 
ment and justice, there is but one form of aris- 
tocracy. There is an aristocracy of mind, char- 
acter and service, and Allen Wright will find 
himself at home with this kind of aristocracy es- 
tablished in this country.” 


Wright, who was born in Mississippi in 1826, and 
served as Stated Clerk of Indian Presbytery 1875- 
83, was hailed on four scores — as a Christian, 
as an American, as an Oklahoman, and as a Choc- 
taw, by Gen. Hal Muldrow of Norman, Okla., 
World War II commander of Oklahoma’s 45th 
Division. Gen. Muldrow is himself part Choctaw. 


The story of Wright’s career, as recorded by 
his granddaughter, Miss Muriel Wright, was read 
by Fisher Muldrow, brother of the General, and 
son of one of Wright’s contemporaries. 


It told of his pastorship, scholarship, military 
leadership, and statesmanship. It told how he 
helped negotiate the end of the Civil War and the 
accomplishment of statehood for Oklahoma. Allen 
Wright was chief of the Choctaws from 1866-80, 
and died in 1885. 


Other participants in the ceremony included Dr. 
Douglas V. Magers, executive of the Oklahoma 
Synod, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., Will Rogers, 
Jr., Floyd Maytubby, governor of the Chickasaw 
Nation; Logan Billingsley, director of the Hall of 
Fame; Harry Belvin, Oklahoma Choctaw Chief; and 
the sculptor of Wright’s statue, Kenneth Campbell. 


Wright studied at the Union College, New York, 
and Union Theological Seminary, N. Y., and was 
ordained as a missionary by Indian Presbytery, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





TENNESSEE 


Nashville - (PN) — Mr. Curry B. Hearn, treas- 
urer of the Board of World Missions, left Nash- 
ville Nov. 14 for a one-month tour of Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., mission work in the Belgian Congo. 


The Board official will visit most of the mission 
stations in the Congo, surveying the work there, and 
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examining business and financial problems that 
face missionaries and the work of the mission. 
He will be the guest of Congo Mission treasurer 
Mr. James A. Halverstadt, of Luluabourg, who 
will guide the visitor during his visits to stations 
and institutions operated by the mission. 


Mr. Hearn flew from New York on Nov. 15, to 
Brussels for two days. He visited in Lisbon, Portu- 
gal, Nov. 17-21, studying Presbyterian mission work 
in that country, and flew to Leopoldville, in the 
Belgian Congo, on Nov. 23. His schedule calls for 
him to travel to Luluabourg on Nov. 23, and from 
that time until Dec. 9, to visit the central-Congo 
mission stations. These will include Mutoto, Luebo, 
Bulape, Mboi, Lubondai, Kasha, Kakinda, Bak- 
wanga, and numerous out-stations near these 
centers. 


The return trip will begin Dec. 10, through 
Leopoldville, Rome, Paris, London, and New York, 
reaching Nashville on Dec. 17. 
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LETTERS 


To The Children’s Page 








Sierra Madre, California. 

Dear Mr. Smith: 
We are two little brothers - Matthew (2) and 
Mark (4). We have no pets, but a lot of cousins. 


We like to play with them and we have a swim- 
ming pool. Our granddaddy takes the Journal. 


* * * 


Mooresville, N. C. 
Dear Mr. Smith: 


My name is Sammy Ingram, six years old. My 
sister, Ginney is three years old. We have a little 
Mexican Chihuahua named “Lady’”’. 


* - * 


Santa Barbara, California. 
Dear Mr. Smith: 


The series of pet and Bible stories you are 
illustrating are so very cunning. We are especially 
glad for the Timothy story and are having it 
framed. For six generations we have had a Pres- 
byterian paper in our homes. Our great grand- 
mother took the “Presbyterian Remembrancer,” 
before the Observer was published. Thank you 
for all you have done for the children through 
the years with your “Jetts”. I enjoyed your tithing 
story, too. 


Sincerely, 


Anne-Elise Roane Winter. 


» * * 


Hendersonville, N. C. 
Dear Mr. Smith: 


Thank you for putting Scott and me in the 
Children’s Page. Granddaddy and everybody laughs 
when they see Scott in the picture climbing up on 
the kitchen table to eat Mommy’s great big jelly 
roll. My aunty is making a Children’s Page scrap 
book for me. 


Your little friend, Laura Williams. 
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GOD IN THE GARDEN or THE STORY OF THE 
BILLY GRAHAM NEW YORK CRUSADE. Curtis 
Mitchell. Doubleday & Company. $2.50. 


Curtis Mitchell is feature writer for the Ameri- 
can Weekly Magazine. During the New York Cru. 
sade he sat in the press section night after night. 
He interviewed many persons whose lives were 
touched by the Crusade. As an eye witness and 
analyst of Christian events, he presents this docv- 
mentary story. He tells of many lives that were 
changed and something of the nature of the impact 
of the Gospel message on the New York audiences, 


This volume begins with the aim of the writer 
in view. He says, “This is a story about the peo- 
ple who, with God’s help, created a mid-summer 
miracle in Manhattan, where 56,000 made de- 
cision for Christ.” He points out that this New 
York Crusade broke all records for organized 
evangelistic crusades. It ran longer, it attracted 
more people, it resulted in more converts, it cost 
more money. 


The final chapter raises certain questions many 
people have asked and the author provides the 
answers. Were people changed? Will it last? Was 
New York touched? Mr. Mitchell tells us that the 
final answer is years away. But here and now 
the reborn thousands answer “Yes!” Dr. Frank 
E. Gaebelein, a director of the Executive Com- 
mittee, is quoted as saying, “If the increased at- 
tendance, quickening of interest and receptive- 
ness to the message of the Gospel which is being 
experienced at our church are any criteria, cer- 
tainly the New York Crusade has moved this city 
closer to God and has made at least a segment 
of this teeming population aware of things 
spiritual.”” A number of the New York ministers’ 
appraisals are set forth, all of which indicate that 
many Protestant ministers’ have been encouraged 
and many churches have been _ strengthened 
spiritually and numerically by the Madison Square 
Garden Crusade. 

—J.R.R. 





THE LORD’S PRAYER. Henry Bast. The 
Church Press. $1.50. 

Henry Bast is professor at Western Theological 
Seminary, Holland, Michigan and radio minister 
of Temple Time. Temple Time is supported by 
the Reformed Churches in America and is a broad- 
cast which circles the world. This edition of Dr. 
Bast’s sermons indicates that he is a master of 
the pulpit. His messages are clear-cut and deeply 
rooted in the Bible. The 8 messages here give 
splendid insights into the Lord’s Prayer. 





CAN WE BELIEVE THE BIBLE? Jesse A. 
Baldwin. Royal Book Company. $2.50. 


The author is a retired Methodist clergyman and 
founder of the Southern Industrial Institute. 


The author answers the question which is the 
title of this book in the affirmative. He also states, 
answers and refutes Darwinism. Closely related 
to the current of thought in “Can We Believe 
the Bible?” the author discusses such points as 
alleged discrepancies in the Bible, divorce, social- 
ism and marriage. 
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PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES FOR 1958. 
Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Co. $2.95. 


This is the 84th annual volume of Peloubet’s 
Select Notes. It contains the greatest possible 
wealth of practical help for pastors, teachers and 
students. It is so compiled and tabulated that it 
ean be used easily and effectively. It is a treasury 
of rich teaching material, carefully organized and 
well presented. The lessons are complete with an 
introductory suggestion for the teacher and the 
setting of the Scripture is assigned. Also included 
are the plan of the lesson, a full exposition with 
quotation from many authors in addition to the 
editor’s own comments, apt illustrations from life 
and literature, an excellent bibliography, audio- 
visual material, and comprehensive index. Dr. 
Smith is a master in this field and has presented 
in this volume some of his maturest Christian 
thought. 





THE DIVINE PHYSICIAN. W.B. Ward. John 
Knox Press. 75 cents. 


There are 28 devotional meditations for the 
benefit of the sick in this little volume. The 
author’s structure consists of a Scriptural passage, 
a brief meditation and an appropriate prayer. The 
thoughts here could be of real help in the ministry 
of the sick. 





CHRISTMAS IN OUR HEARTS. C. L. Allen 
and C. L. Wallis. Fleming H. Revell Co. $1.00. 


This little book discusses the roles of Mary, 
Joseph, the angels, the shepherds and the wise 
men and demonstrating that above and beyond 
the giving of gifts, Christmas is the adjusting of 
all of life to the will of God. Christmas, the 
authors declare, is essentially an attitude of the 
heart and only those who open their hearts to 
the spirit of Christ will ever reach Bethlehem. 





THE SPIRITUAL GROWTH OF CHILDREN. 
Dorothy B. Fitz. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


This book is an attempt to share a conviction 
with parents and teachers who may not have had 
extensive professional knowledge of how develop- 
mental growth takes place. The author believes 
that as we face our great task of Christian nur- 
ture, God intends to help us to an understanding 
of the processes by which human growth and 
learning take place. The process of growth and 
the ways in which children learn are to be under- 
stood and used in relation to certain basic Chris- 
tian truths leading toward Christian commitment 
and bringing all of life into harmony with that 
commitment. The author outlines the various 
things that produce spiritual growth. 





THE PATH. Nell Bishop. Greenwich Book 
Publishers, Inc. 


This volume is a true story of Christian service 
to the inmates of the county penal farm. During 
the six years her husband held the position of 
superintendent of the Pulaski County Penal Farm 
in Arkansas the author was his private secretary 
and she has gleaned from her experiences facts 
that should be of interest to many people. 





BY THESE THINGS MEN LIVE. D. W. Charl- 
ton, Sr. Greenwich Book Publishers. $2.00. 


The author is a student of contemporary life 
and he writes that while we have succeeded in 
gaining things to live on we have lost track of the 
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things to live for. The confusion of prices with 
values is as much a question today as it was 20 
centuries ago, the author insists. He believes that 
God has something to say to the man who will 
be still and listen. In this book he endeavors to 
show that life has a real purpose. 





CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. Walter R. Martin. 
Zondervan. 35 cents. 


This booklet is written to expose the cult of 
Christian Science. This material is documented 
and verifiable. All who desire to know more about 
this rapidly growing religious organization will 
find this slender volume illuminating. 





REMARKABLE “MA” SUNDAY. Opal Cording 
Overmyer. Zondervan. 


This is the story of Mrs. Billy Sunday, the wife 
of evangelist Billy Sunday. It is brief and simply 
written, but interesting to all who would like to 
know more about this fine Christian character. 





PAY-DAY SOMEDAY. R. G. Lee. Zondervan. 


50 cents. 


Here is found Dr. Lee’s world famous message 
delivered to 600 audiences. It is powerful, search- 
ing and evangelistic in spirit. 


TIPS TO TEEN-AGERS. Carol Gish. Warner 
Press. 75 cents. 





This book is about Christian courtesy. It is 
written especially for teen-agers. It is illustrated 
with cartoon drawings. 





LAYMEN AND THE CHURCH. Paul W. Mil- 
house. Warner Press. $1.25. 


The author writes with the hope that this little 
book may guide the layman to a greater apprecia- 
tion of his position in the church and help him 
meet his responsibility more fully. It is intended 
as a means to help the layman understand his 
relationship to the life and work of his church. 





JESUS IS HIS NAME. Ethel Tilley. Westmin- 
ster. $1.00. 


This is a vacation school course for Junior 
groups. The material here is based upon the early 
life and ministry of Christ. 





ISRAEL — KEY TO PROPHECY. William L. 
Hull. Zondervan. $1.50. 


This book interprets prophecy in the light of 
recent events. It gives the story of Israel from 
the Regathering to the Millennium. The value of 
this book will be limited largely to the pre-millen- 
nial school. 





WHEN THE KING COMES BACK. Oswald J. 
Smith. Marshall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd. $1.00. 


The pastor of the People’s Church of Toronto 
presents here a book on prophecy. Dr. Wilbur 
Smith has an interesting introduction to this vol- 
ume and commends it because it centers in the 
person of Jesus Christ and also because it is satu- 
rated with the Word of God. All who are inter- 
ested in prophetic studies will find this volume 
fresh and suggestive. 
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OPERATION EVANGELISM. Horace Dean. 
Zondervan. $2.95. 


What is modern mass evangelism accomplishing 
for the Lord? How can a city-wide evangelistic 
campaign be most effective? What are the steps 
in planning and conducting a successful evan- 
gelistic campaign—either a church or city-wide? 
These questions are raised and answered by Dr. 
Dean who is a specialist in the field of evangelism. 
He is the founder of Christ for America, an 
international movement for spiritual awakening 
in evangelistic activity. Through this organization 
he has promoted and directed nearly 400 united 
evangelistic campaigns throughout the United 
States and Canada. The 11 chapters in this volume 
are all practical and Christ-exalting. 





PASTORAL PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH 
YEAR. Samuel J. Schmiechen. Abingdon Press. 
$2.00. 


The importance of pastoral prayer in Protestant 
worship, the author insists, cannot be over- 
emphasized. It should be the high moment of 
worship. By following the Church Year, the 
author believes that the great truths of the Chris- 
tian faith may be related vividly, regularly and 
naturally to the experience of the people who 
are constantly exposed to the distracting rounds 
of the secular. These prayers were written with 
the worship and life of the congregation in mind. 
They are presented here to encourage someone 
to pray or to write his own prayers and to point 
to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ whose 
Spirit moves among us today. These prayers are 
divided into Invocations, Confession of Sins, 
Prayers of Intercession, Offertory Prayers as well 
as Prayer for the Church Year and Special Days. 
There are also special prayers for special needs 
in the Christian life. 





CALLED TO BE SERVANTS. Larry Love. 
Zondervan. $2.00. 


The author is the well-known pastor of the 
Bethany Presbyterian Church of Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. For many years he has been active in 
evangelism and also in Bible Conference work at 
home and on the mission field. 


Mr. Love’s former volume was entitled, “Called 
to be Saints”. All who read it are prepared to 
find another volume of exceptional merit and will 
not be disappointed with “Called to be Servants’’. 


The author writes with a deep earnestness and 
a refreshing humility. In his message on “Grace 
and Love” he confesses, “I spent sometime re- 
cently in the presence of the Lord and I was 
brought face to face with this for my own soul. 
I had to confess before God that there were points 
in my life in which I was in rebellion against the 
Lord and as the Lord dealt with my own heart 
in the matter, I had to acknowledge that I found 
little evidence in my own life and experience of 
what the Bible describes as submission and yield- 
edness or surrender to the Son of God. It was a 
startling thing and I realized that if I was going 
to serve the Lord it had to be without any reserva- 
tion or equivocation or compromise. It had to 
be all or nothing. You cannot serve Jesus Christ 
and retain your own will at any point.” The 
author glories in the Christian’s freedom, but he 
keeps reminding us that we are set free not to 
live as we please but to serve the Lord Jesus. 


The 12 sermons in this volume are of high merit. 
They are loyal to the Scripture, expository in 
nature, and searching in their main thrust. 


—J.R.R. 





THE FINALITY OF JESUS CHRIST. Robert £, 
Speer. Fleming H. Revell Co. $4.00. 


Dr. Speer’s aim in this book is to set forth afresh 
as the early church knew Christ and as He has 
been known and made known by the men who 
throughout the centuries have carried forward the 
primitive and authentic tradition. The author in. 
sists that Christ did not come to found a religion, 
He came to be the Life and Light and Lord of 
man. The Christianity which truly represents Him 
is not a religion. It is not a human search for 
God or quest for truth. It is a supernatural self- 
revelation of God Himself opening all truth to the 
faith and obedience of man. Dr. Speer writes, 
“If at any time Christianity is spoken of in these 
chapters as though it were a religion to be com- 
pared with other religions, that has been only 
concession to common form of speech. Christianity 
in its original and authentic form is not to be 
thus classified. It is incommensurable and alone 
like Christ who is the First and Last of it and 
of all things, the Only One.” 


There are 5 lectures in this volume. The first 
has to do with the church’s conception of Christ 
in the first two centuries. The second discusses 
the attitude of primitive Christianity toward an 
un-Christian religion. The third expresses the view 
of Christ and of non-Christian religions which gen- 
erated and sustained the expansion of Christianity. 
Lecture 4 raises a question, “Can we still hold 
the primitive view of Christ?” The last lecture 
seeks to answer another question, ““‘What view then, 
shall we take today of non-Christian religions?” 


Here is a strong argument for the uniqueness 
and finality of Jesus Christ and an excellent ex- 
position of the mission of Christianity. a 

—wJ).Iv. . 


BUILDING A CHURCH CHOIR. Harry Robert 
Wilson and Jack Lawrence Lyall. Hall and 
McCreary. 





This book has been written to be of service to 
the minister of music in the local church. It gives 
many ideas and suggestions for the leader of 
music. The ideas will probably be most useful 
to the novice who is assuming his first responsi- 
bilities in directing a choir. The experienced di- 
rector, however, should find some valuable hints 
in the techniques and procedures of rehearsal. The 
minister and music committee of the church may 
find in it a reference guide in the choice of a 
director as well as an aid in pointing up the defects 
in the present management and conduct of choir 
activities. The book is directed primarily to the 
building of church choirs in the Protestant churches. 
The discussion is limited for the most part to the 
building and directing of the adult choir. The 
remarks are direct and personal in style. The sug- 
gestions are extremely practical for they have 
come out of the author’s own experience in di- 
recting singing groups in both schools and churches. 
This volume is definitely a contribution to the 
subject of church music and no church musician 
who desires to fulfill his responsibilities faithfully 
can afford to overlook the instructions and sug- 
gestions offered by these authors. 
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